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PREMIER’S STATEMENT 
Consideration 

Resumed from 26 February on the following question — 

That the Premier’s Statement be noted.  

MR T. BUSWELL (Vasse — Leader of the Opposition) [1.44 pm]: Before I contribute to this debate, I make 
a couple of comments about an incident that occurred earlier today involving the Premier. I understand that 
someone approached the Premier rather vigorously on the steps of Parliament House as he was addressing the 
taxidrivers. I believe the person involved was not a taxidriver. I place on public record that that sort of action is 
something that I am sure every member of this house finds completely and absolutely inappropriate and 
unacceptable. The Premier and I may have our points of difference, and we certainly have strong views about 
each other that are often expressed in this chamber, but that sort of behaviour is unacceptable and I am glad that 
he was not hurt in any way, shape or form. 

It is worthwhile making the observation that there is little doubt that Western Australia is enjoying what has 
often been described as a once in a generation—occasionally described as a once in a century—period of 
economic growth and wealth creation. The level of economic growth, export growth and population growth that 
the state is currently enjoying is quite simply astounding. In the context of this economic growth and wealth 
creation, I find it particularly interesting—indeed, concerning—that when one travels into the suburban areas of 
Perth or the regional areas of Western Australia, one discovers that the vast majority of the people in this state 
are not enjoying any positive impact as a result of this economic boom. In many ways, people argue that this 
tsunami of economic good times is washing right over them and their families. People talk about the boom and 
the surplus, but, because of the government’s inability to effectively manage the current economic good times, 
ordinary Western Australians are being denied an opportunity to participate in the prosperity this wonderful state 
is generating. The other message they leave one with is that they are concerned that the government is 
mismanaging the economic good times and that not enough is being done to lock in the growth and prosperity 
that Western Australia is enjoying. In other words, not enough is being done to use the current economic good 
times to secure the long-term prosperity of the people of Western Australia.  

Earlier today during the condolence motion for Sir Charles Court, it was interesting to hear members talk about 
Sir Charles and that other great former Premier of this state, Sir John Forrest. When one talks about the 
achievements of those two people, one is talking about two Premiers who were actively involved in the 
leadership of this state during times of economic opportunity, and they had one thing in common: a vision for the 
long-term future of the state that they governed. In many ways, those surges in economic activity were coupled 
with Premiers who had vision for the state, and Western Australians, over many successive generations, 
benefited from that. Few people in this chamber would argue that the work Sir John Forrest did in the 1890s and 
the early part of the twentieth century, along with the later work of Sir Charles Court, played a major role in 
securing economic prosperity for the future generations of Western Australia. Similarly, anyone who sat in this 
chamber yesterday and heard the Premier’s Statement could have drawn only two conclusions. The first is that 
the Premier and his government have no real appreciation of the depth of feeling in households across Western 
Australia, and the depth of frustration people feel when they see this wonderful economic opportunity being 
frittered away. Households across the state are continually being told by the Premier, the Treasurer and large 
sections of the Western Australian financial press that we are enjoying a boom the likes of which we have never 
before seen, yet the people of Western Australia have enjoyed no positive impact as a result. The second 
conclusion that can be drawn is that this government is tired; it has run out of energy and enthusiasm and is a 
government that has no plan for the long-term future of this state. The government has run out of ideas. It is not 
positioning Western Australia to grow into the future because it has no plan for the state. 

It is useful to stop and consider the nature of the economic drivers that underpin the growth of the Western 
Australian economy. It is true—the Premier noted it yesterday—that last year economic growth in Western 
Australia was about 6.3 per cent. This year it is forecast to be about seven per cent, as measured by real gross 
state product. That is a very good level of economic performance by anybody’s measure. When we dig down and 
look at the factors that have driven economic growth in this state, we find that they are almost completely 
isolated from the performance of this government. For the past couple of years, economic growth in Western 
Australia has principally been driven by private business investment, as private business rushes to put in place 
the capacity required in the resources and energy sector in particular to meet the evident increases in demand that 
will come from China and, to a lesser degree, India and Japan. For the past couple of years, economic growth in 
this state has been underpinned by private sector investment. Economic growth in the next couple of years will 
be underpinned by export growth as we go from a capacity-building phase in Western Australia to a phase in 
which our export volumes will increase dramatically. That will be reflected in the impact of exports on Western 
Australian economic growth over the next couple of years. 
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Again, there are two very important points to note about the level of economic growth in Western Australia. 
First, it is driven almost exclusively by the activities of the private sector, despite the natural tendency and 
capacity of this government to inhibit that process. Secondly, the growth is, in many ways, a direct legacy of Sir 
Charles Court, whose achievements were more than adequately outlined today, and his son Richard Court, who 
was in the Speaker’s gallery earlier. Let us not forget that in public policy across Australia in the 1990s we were 
being told to jump on the bandwagon of this new thing called the new economy. Everybody said that we should 
forget the old economy and jump on to the new economy. Richard Court and his government went overseas. 
They negotiated new deals for the export of Western Australian resources and energy products—the old 
economy. They backed this state to grow into the future by building on its strengths, and they are to be 
applauded for it. This state reaps the benefits of that decision every day. Historically, when this state has enjoyed 
periods of economic prosperity, as we are currently enjoying, it was accompanied by governance and by 
Premiers who had a vision for the long-term vision of this state. That is clearly not the case now. After seven 
sorry years in government, and after two years under this Premier, the government is tired and is bereft of 
energy, enthusiasm and ideas, but it is trying to take the credit for the hard work that has been done by those who 
came before them in this place and the hard work being done by Western Australian families and businesses. 

I mentioned earlier that many people in this state feel that the boom has completely washed over them. They feel 
that they are being denied the opportunity to participate in prosperity. That denial of participation is manifest in a 
number of core areas of government service failure, and I will touch on a couple of them. 

The education system in this state is confusing. Parents have declining confidence in the education system. The 
employees in that system, the teachers of Western Australia, are almost ready to give up on it. The unfortunate 
reality of the declining confidence in the education system in this state is that the people of Western Australia are 
voting with their feet and are leaving the public education system. That is a great shame. It is a great indictment 
on this government’s failure to deliver on education. I will not talk about the specifics of the teachers’ issues that 
are currently confronting the government, but there is no doubt that in the past few years the Department of 
Education and Training has gone through a process of increased bureaucratisation. There is less focus on looking 
after teachers in the classroom. There is less focus on rebuilding and revitalising our educational infrastructure. 
There is less focus on addressing the concerns that confront teachers every day of their teaching career. I had an 
interesting experience just before Christmas when the local branch of the State School Teachers’ Union of WA 
held a meeting in my office. The members expressed to me their long-held, deep frustration at the inability of the 
government to provide them with the tools and resources they need to do their job properly; that is, simply to 
teach the young children of this state and to allow them to access a standard of education that will enable them to 
achieve to their utmost capacity. It is a fundamental issue, and people are voting with their feet. 

I move on to the state’s failing health system, which, by the part-time Minister for Health’s own admission, is 
failing. I was intrigued to hear his well-publicised comments following the departure of Dr Fong and the 
appointment of Dr Peter Flett to head up the health system. The Minister for Health said words to this effect: 
“Now that Neale Fong, the person whom I entrusted to embed reform in the Western Australian health system, 
has gone, we are going to focus on delivering three outcomes in the Western Australian public health system. 
We are going to focus on fixing hospitals, we are going to fix waiting times in emergency departments and 
overcrowding, and we are going to look after patients in the Western Australian public health system.” What an 
amazing admission from a government that has had charge of that health system for seven years! After seven 
years it has finally decided to fix hospitals, address the issues in emergency departments and look after patients. 
It was absolutely staggering. Perhaps the government’s only claim to fame for health, which we dispute, is that it 
has cut the elective surgery waiting list. We know that it has been cut because people have been culled from the 
list. It is simple. We have seen the letters that are written to people the length and breadth of this state. The 
letters tell them to fill in a form and send it back or it will be assumed that they want to be taken off the elective 
surgery list. That is a shambolic attempt to use smoke and mirrors and trickery to give the perception that the 
government is addressing a real issue in the state’s health system. It is very interesting to look at the health 
system in this state. Ninety-two per cent of the public of Western Australia do not feel that the health system is 
any better than it was in 2001. In a report released last year on reducing adverse events in public hospitals, the 
Auditor General identified that 50 per cent of adverse events are entirely preventable. Staff are leaving our 
public hospitals in record numbers. We know that there are challenges confronting the delivery of twenty-first 
century health care, including an ageing population, obesity and mental health issues. I will give people one 
tip—we will not shut Royal Perth Hospital, as this government is planning to do. 

There is also an interesting situation arising in Western Australia whereby people are continually told that they 
have never had it so good economically, yet the people of this state have never felt less safe in their homes and 
communities. This feeling is real, it is palpable and it is being constantly reinforced every day across this state. I 
will not revisit the crime statistics produced by the Office of Crime Prevention last year, but they clearly showed 
that in 2006 the number of offences in most major crime categories in Western Australia had increased. Of 
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course, the minister claimed that they had decreased, but the fact is that they had increased. What do we see in 
our communities? We see mob brawls, gangs of young teenagers roaming our streets, graffiti and hooning 
dominating life in our suburbs, the unfortunate effects of drugs on young Western Australians, and the regular 
and disgraceful bashing of police officers in this state. We will outline and deliver a new approach to policing, 
starting with the introduction of a bill in this house today by my colleague the member for Hillarys that will seek 
to introduce minimum mandatory sentencing for people who seriously assault police officers.  

There is also a major concern in Western Australia that the legacy of the boom is a Western Australia in which 
young people can no longer afford to rent or buy a house.  

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders.  

[Continued on page 416.] 
 


